that's an advance I But I really believe that it does not
interest you. Look at you, my boy, sitting there like that.
Doesn't a thing like that excite you ? "
"A little perhaps. But only theoretically. I don't
suppose that in actual practice I shall dose many parotid
fistulas. And even if I were to do a thousand, I should
not consider that a satisfactory life's work."
** Not a life's work! You are young, you are very
young. You use such big words without any idea of
their meaning. But a little jingle-jangle for pleasure, a
little music : you would call that a life's work ? "
" Yes, most certainly."
" You are ungrateful. I am forced to call you that. We
give you the chance to study, we make sacrifices. Yes, I
must tell you—we have made great sacrifices so that you
might study. There are thousands of talented young
people who would give everything to be allowed to
study."
" The point is that I am not talented," said young
Rainer quickly and obstinately.
" Very well. But no one expected you to become
another BiUroth. I myself am only a mediocre doctor in
a small town. And you will be one, too," the father
answered, after a little pause.
" No, I shall not even be a mediocre doctor, father,
that's certain. All my patients would die immediately."
" That's childish! Die immediately ? Why, I should
like to know?"
" Oh, because—well, not only because I am clumsy.
You know that my left-handedness has made me clumsy
at everything, ever since I can remember. At a pinch, I
can hold a slide, that's all. I shall never be a doctor, and
you say yourself that in a country practice one must be
able to do everything. I—well, I'm not altogether a fool
at theoretical work, and in diagnosis I have a kind d£
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